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Diffusion of sustainable cycling expertise among
local planners and decision-makers
Summary report from national seminars in CEE

1. Introduction
In each of 11 Central and Eastern European countries, the project Mobile2020 organised a line of information events
and thematic seminars for the purpose of transferring the knowledge and expertise on cycling and good practices
from Western Europe, as well as learning more about local and regional good practice solutions and the needs of the
towns themselves in the context of each country.
In essence, the national capacity building activities encompassed the following 4 key segments of cycling as a
system, aimed at communicating to the municipalities that cycling development is more than just building bike
tracks:
•
•
•
•

Strategic and integrated urban and transport planning: What is needed to set up a bicycle master plan, how
does transport planning and urban planning interact to support the promotion of bicycle use, how to
assess/audit the situation and identify potentials etc.;
Infrastructure planning: what types of infrastructural measures like bike lanes, solutions at junctions, parking
facilities etc. exist and fit to which situation;
Services: what other non-infrastructural (soft) measures can support bicycle use – service and repair points,
bike take-on/off on public transport, mobility information for new citizens, media/ internet based platform
with information related to bikes and cycling, rental bikes etc.;
Communication towards behavioural change - providing information (maps, webpages, and campaigns),
participation in planning, image related and motivational communication (target group oriented, including
symbolic and emotional aspects of mobility behaviour) as well as marketing. It also includes communication
with different stakeholders (such as politicians, retail traders, and public transport federations), strategic
partners in society (as bicycle clubs, schools, etc.) and users. Besides the standard information carriers,
attention was paid to the possibilities of new communication tools like web videos, online social networks etc.

In total, 63 thematic seminar and information events have been organised throughout 11 countries, from 5 to
as many as 11 events per country (11 held in the Czech Republic), and a total of 76 days of interactive training
provided. Seminars and information events were attended by representatives of 375 municipalities in total, as
well as representatives of their associations/unions and other cycling stakeholders, where they had the opportunity
to get informed and educated about the different aspects of urban cycling.

The seminar series was conceptualized as a set of four thematic, interactive seminars (each event corresponding to
at least one of the 4 key segments of cycling, each seminar on average 2 calendar days), to be organised in each of
the target countries. The multipliers were however free to adapt the concept and structure of their national
seminars to the specific national circumstances, size of the country, thematic priorities and interests as regards
sustainable cycling, as well as practicability of events organization against the frame of other similar events
happening in the country in question. Municipalities typically had the possibility to attend one or more of the
seminars introduced in the introductory seminar, according to their local preferences and possibilities. Due to this
flexibility, practical implementation of seminars saw many different approaches, including for example:
o

in Croatia, Romania, Czech Republic and Estonia, all 4 key topics were addressed in each of the seminars,
in line with Handbook structure; with a single seminar structure replicated in different regions;
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o

In Slovenia, for instance, a different programme was organised for each seminar, so that participants could
attend several different events, which was relatively easy due to the country size; also, some additional
topics were introduced such as traffic safety and financing of cycling;

o

some countries focussed on 2 priority topics: Bulgaria focussed more on integrated planning and cycling
promotion; while Latvian multipliers based on the feedback about priority seminar topics directly received
from municipalities focussed their seminars on the topics of infrastructure and cycling services;

o

Czech Republic, Slovakia, Bulgaria (and partly Slovenia) organised joint events with other similar projects
in the country, and shared their efforts approaching the target group in a coordinated way;

o

Lithuania and Hungary paid equal attention to each of the key topics of sustainable cycling, addressing
each of them in a separate seminar event, each open to all municipalities in the country;

o

In Poland, one thematic seminar was organized, as a 5-day-long Master class/Training of trainers covering
all 4 key cycling topics, during which 4 (out of 15) participants from different municipalities were recruited
as future multipliers who will further work on building capacities of the regional groups of municipalities in
the framework of regional integrated transport planning, following the Mobile2020 agenda and using
Mobile2020 resources developed by the project;

o

Most seminars were organised as one-day events, with the exception of Romania, Bulgaria and Croatia who
opted for 2- or 3-day events in order to enable addressing the topics in more detail to the same group of
participants.

The following pages contain a summarized country-by-country overview of educational and informational seminar
activities undertaken towards spreading expertise on sustainable cycling among municipal decision-makers, planners
and other cycling practitioners across the 11 CEE countries. Each country summary includes:
-

statistical data on the number and profile of seminars organized and seminar participants
list of topics addressed by the seminars with an example of a typical seminar agenda
seminar concept description and approach to organization
brief account of the seminar sequence, including participant evaluations
event photos, and an extract from the local website section which contains the national-language accounts
of the seminar events.

The complete seminar documentation for each of 11 target countries in national languages, and partly in English, is
available at project’s internal file storage; presentations, photo galleries and more detailed accounts of seminar
series in local languages are also available in the corresponding Get Trained sections of the project website’s
country pages: http://www.mobile2020.eu/country-pages.html.
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2. Country-by-country summary of seminar series
2.1

BULGARIA
Sofia, 18 April 2013 - 23 participants
Organised as part of the final conference under SEGMENT project (IEE-funded), which will test
the use of consumer market segmentation techniques in persuading people to change their travel

Introductory event

behaviour and adopt more energy efficient forms of transport. Sofia municipality was one of the
partners in that project and the host of the final conference, therefore Mobile2020 team was
invited to take part in it and present mobile2020 project to wider auditory, introducing all
upcoming events under mobile2020 with emphasis on National seminars.
Seminar 1 - Ruse, 28-29 March 2013 - 20 participants

Thematic seminars

Seminar 2 - Momchilgrad, 21-22 May 2013 - 11 participants
Seminar 3 - Sofia, 09-11 September 2013 - 17 participants
Seminar 4 - Burgas, 25-27 September 2013 - 23 participants

Profile of participants
Participating municipalities

Topics addressed

Municipalitity representatives (transport and urban planners, architects etc.), cycling NGOs
Total: 10
Sofia, Ruse, Varna, Dragoman, Vidin, Samokov, Balchik, Veliko Tarnovo, Burgas, Momchilgrad
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cycling policy - Cycling Network Planning
Smart Cycling Services, Bike Parking and Bike Sharing Systems
Urban cycling promotion
Cycling Infrastructure
Funding Programmes for Urban Cycling
Cycling Transport Integration
Municipal experiences on planning of cycling infrastructure, cycling policies and campaigns

Seminars were organised as 2- or 3-day events, in order to enable all cycling segments/topics in
sufficient detail. Besides general topical presentations common to all events, practical part of the
seminars in Ruse and Momchilgrad (organised in cooperation with the Bike 'em all project) were
Organisation of seminars

implemented for single-municipality teams, focussed on the technical parameters for cycling
infrastructure construction and concrete local examples and solutions, while in the other 2
seminars several municipalities discussed the concrete experiencees from Sofia and Burgas as
two most advanced cycling cities.

Typical event agenda

-

Introduction to the project Mobile2020

-

Theoretical lectures and examples of best practices

-

Discussion; Question & Answer session

-

Real-case based practical work in small groups

-

Guided cycling tours to experience good and bad practices of cycling infrastructure

This urban cycling seminar series was the first with such subject to be held in Bulgaria, targeting
Brief account of the seminar
sequence, including
participant evaluations

directly the municipality experts dealing with cycling issues and transport policy makers.
Knowledge among these stakeholders on urban cycling has so far been very limited, and the
Handbook on Cycling is the first of its kind so far in Bulgaria with very detailed information on
key cycling aspects.
Seminars were able to bring together municipalities and other interested stakeholder and allow
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them to start a dialogue on the need for development of common national urban cycling policy.
Experience exchange among municipalities during the seminars series triggered competition
between different municipalities and motivated start of development of cycling policies.
Municipalities, NGO representatives and other stakeholders once again gathered around the need
of amendment of national legislation regarding urban cycling. Three municipalities – Sofia,
Burgas and Ruse municipality offered official support for such procedure to be started before the
two responsible ministries – Ministry of Regional Development and Ministry of Investment
Planning.
Small groupwork was also very well accepted by the participants. Three different tasks were
offered to trainees during the seminars:
-

Cycling network planning – two maps of two cities and four teams to work on this task;

-

Redesign of streets – two different streets and four teams to work on this task;

-

Redesign of intersections – again two different streets and four teams to work on this task;

The participants discussed the technical parameters for the construction of cycling infrastructure
and concrete examples and solutions that could be applied for several concrete local situations.
Bike tours were also very well received and most participants took part.
Most of the questions received during the seminars were related to financing of the infrastructure
measures. Further assistance is needed to CEE municipalities (especially Bulgaria as a complete
starter country) in growing their cycling modal share is launching programs more specifically
targeted at urban cycling infrastructure and promotion.

Extract from country pages, Get Trained section:

Diffusion of sustainable cycling expertise – Summary report from national seminars in CEE

6/32

Diffusion of sustainable cycling expertise – Summary report from national seminars in CEE

7/32

2.2

CROATIA
A
Zagreb, May
M 17, 2013 - 32 participantts
The eventt took place inn the form of a roundtable onn „Sustainable Urban Mobilitty“ organised
during thee 4th Zagreb Energy Week, in cooperationn with the Citty of Zagreb and
a
Croatian
Autoclub (HAK), an insstitution that sh
hows consideraable interest in the question of
o sustainable

Introductoryy event

cycling annd traffic safety.. Also, two reprresentatives of HAK
H
are membbers of Mobile2
2020 national
working group
g
of expertss. Discussion in
ncluded represeentatives from several Croatiaan cities, who
gave theirr opinions on the current sittuation in Croaatia and possibble steps for improvement.
Greatest innterest in utilityy cycling devellopment was shhown by repressentitives of sm
maller cities –
up to 20,0000 inhabitants. REC Croatia shared
s
the printted factsheets annd yellow pagees on cycling,
and presennted the Handboook on cycling,, announcing thhe beginning off thematic semin
nars.
Seminar 1 - Split, June 199, 2013 (18 parrticipants ) + Noovember 4, 2013 (13 participan
nts)
Seminar 2 - Osijek, June 26, 2013 (16 paarticipants ) + October
O
4, 20144 (11 participan
nts)

Thematic seminars

Seminar 3 - Zagreb, July 3, 2013 (21 paarticipants ) + November
N
29, 22013 (15 participants)
Seminar 4 - Pula, Septem
mber 26-27, 2013 (21 participannts)
Final evennt - Zagreb, Mayy 6, 2014 (52 participants
p
) - presentation
p
of pproject results, including
pro-cyclinng municipality award ceremon
ny

Profile of paarticipants

Municipall planners, transsport officers an
nd environmenttal departments, cycling NGOss, public
transport companies,
c
bikee sharing provid
ders

Total: 28

Participatingg municipalitiees

Topics addreessed

Samobor, Čakovec, Velikka Gorica,
Karlovac, Koprivnica, Kuutina,
Zagreb, Spplit, Dubrovnikk, Kaštela,
Zadar, Rijeka, Rovinj, Pooreč, Pula,
Orahovicaa, Vinkovci, Našice, Osijek,
Hvar, Voddice, Đakovo, Sllatina,
Pakrac, Ivvanić Grad, Oroslavje,
Bjelovar, Varaždin
V

-

Strateegic, integratedd cycling-inclusive planning

-

Cycliing infrastructuure

-

Serviices for cyclistss, bike parkings

-

Comm
municating behhavioural chang
ge

-

Preseentation of cycliing situation in each host townn

All 4 key topics were deelivered in each
h seminar, in linne with Handbbook structure; with a single
seminar sttructure replicaated in differen
nt regions, in order to reachh to the biggesst number of
Organisation
n of seminars

interested municipalities.. Seminars werre organised in 2 one-day parrts, with a sum
mmer break in
between, which allowedd preparation of
o simple (volluntary) homew
work tasks forr the second
seminar paart - ideas for sooft measures th
hat could be impplemented with available resou
urces.

Typical even
nt agenda

-

Day 1:
1 integrated plaanning and infrrastructure
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-

Day 2: cycling services and communication

Presentation of each topic was structured by interchanging presentation sessions, practical
exercises, screening of video clips on cycling, Question & Answer sessions, and a short guided
city tour focussing on good and bad examples of cycling infrastructure.
The biggest debates during the seminars were led about cycling infrastructure, all participants
agreed that the infrastructure is insufficient in most Croatian cities. Due to specific coastal hilly
terrains Dalmatia is the most challenging region; all the more positive are then the recent
developments in Dubrovnik, Zadar and some other coastal towns where sustainable transport
studies are underway. Cities in the northwest Croatia are challenged by narrow streets and
sidewalks especially in the old parts of the city centers, without a lot of opportunities for
expansion, and solutions need to be sought to integrate cycling in the existing zoning systems and
Brief account of the seminar change the thinking of spatial planners. Some municipalities commented on the limited financial
sequence, including

resources for infrastructure investments and that it is necessary to run the theme of cycling at the

participant evaluations

state level, as well as strengthening capacities for attracting EU funds. The biggest challenge was
discussing the cycling measures and related investments on the background of bad economic
situation in the country.
Draft Handbook material presented and used in the seminars was much appreciated as the first
such comprehenasive informative material on the topic of cycling available in Croatian language.
Seminar participants provided useful feedback and comments which helped finalise the local
adaptation. Several small towns expressed interest for further cooperation with REC Croatia in
developing concrete cycling projects, on the basis of knowledge gained during the seminars.
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2.3

CZECH REPUBLIC
Prague, 19 March 2013 - 11 participants
A slightly different format of the introductory meeting was used. The purpose of the meeting was
mainly to negotiate how to coalesce the efforts planned for 2013 by various organisations in the

Introductory event

field of promotion and development of cycling. Therefore, it was a meeting of representatives of
other cycling initiatives during which the curriculum of the seminars was worked out in a way
that cooperation is ensured. The total attendance of 9 comprised of several people who hold more
than one position (for instance, a cycling activist and a freelance journalist).
Seminar 1 - Liberec, 24 April 2013 - 46 participants
Seminar 2 - Pardubice (part of national annual Bike Conference), 16-17 Sept 2013 - 190
participants
Seminar 3 - Ostrava, 21 January 2014 - 33 participants
Seminar 4 - Breclav, 22 January 2014 - 29 participants

Thematic seminars

Seminar 5- Uničov, 23 January 2014 - 16 participants
Seminar 6 - Moravska Trebova, 13 February 2014- 13 participants
Seminar 7 - Prague, 06 March 2014 - 56 participants
Seminar 8 - Karlovy Vary, 13 March 2014 - 23 participants
Seminar 9 - Jihlava, 18 March 2014 - 23 participants
Seminar 10 - Uherske Hradište, 20 March 2014 - 22 participants
Municipalities, ministerial representatives, police, private sector/consultancies, independent

Profile of participants

transport/cycling experts, cycling NGOs, city union representatives, media, educators/academia,
regional authorities, transport operators, Czech tourist club
Total: 110

Participating municipalities

Topics addressed

Bystřice nad Perštejnem, Bohumín, Boskovice, Břeclav, Brno, Bruntál, Ceske Budejovice, Cesky
Brod, Chotěboř, Chrudim, City of Prague, Decin, Dobrichovice, Dolni Brezany, Dvůr Králové
nad Labem, Frenštát pod Radhoštěm, Davle, Frýdek-Místek, Grygov, Havířov, Hodonin,
Hodonínsko, Holice, Hošťálkovice, Hrabová, Hradec Králové, Hradek nad Nisou, Jablonec nad
Nisou, Jablůnkov, Jaroměřice nad Rokytnou, Jenisov, Jicin, Jihlava, Jindrichuv Hradec, Kadan,
Karlovy Vary, Karvina, Kopřivnice, Kostelni Lhota, Kromeriz, Lanškroun, Liberec, Lipník nad
Bečvou, Mirova,Mlada Boleslav, Moravská Třebová, Most, Mseno, Napajedla, Nová Bílá, Nové
Město nad Metují, Novy Bor, Nový Jičín, Obrnice, Odolena Voda, Odry, Olomouc, Opava,
Oslavany, Ostrava, Otrokovice, Pardubice, Pelhrimov, Pisek, Plzen, Pohořelice, Prague 3, Prague
4, Prague 6, Prague 7, Prague 8, Prague 10, Prague 11, Prague 12, Prague 13, Prague 14, Prague
19, Prague 21, Prague - Ujezd, Praha-Libus, Prerov, Přibyslav, Radostna pod Kozakovem,
Rakovnik, Ralsko, Rousínov, Sadov, Semily, Slany, Strakonice, Svinov, Šternberk, Šumperk,
Tabor, Tanvald, Telc, Tepla, Třebíč, Trebon, Třinec, Turnov,Uherské Hradiště, Uherský Brod,
Uničov, Valasske Mezirici, Velká Bíteš, Velké Meziříčí, Vsetin, Vyškov, Zlín.
-

Cycling promotion and communication

-

Cycling infrastructure and integrated transport planning

-

Services for cyclists

-

Association of Cycling Cities and national Cycling Strategy

-

Implemented/planned cycling measures by municipalities

-

New urbanism, traffic calming and greenways

Due to a large number of cycling projects and initiatives targeting national level as well as Czech
Organisation of seminars

local communities, in order to avoid overlaps and achieve maximum visibility and outreach,
efforts in all seminars were joined with the project CentralMeetBike and (from the 3rd seminar
onwards) with the Transport Research Center and the newly created Association of Bike Friendly
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Cities, to organise seminar events together. The joint efforts resulted in very high and extremely
positive response of municipalities, and enabled organisation of many more thematic seminars
compared to other project countries, consequently also many municipalities were encouraged
through those seminars to undertake/commit to concrete cycling measures.
- Introduction to Mobile2020 project
- Overview of homework tasks by the municipalities
Typical event agenda

- Presentation of Association of Cycling Friendly Cities and the Cycling Academy
- Thematic presentations on 4 key aspects of cycling
- Discussion, Question and Answer sessions

Brief account of the seminar The seminars topic-wise all followed the same structure, and visited many different regions of the
sequence, including

country. As one of the additional activities (voluntary homework), in preparation for the seminar

participant evaluations

participants were asked to answer three questions designed to ascertain what were the cycling
measures taken recently, what are the plans for the next year and what was worth recommending
to the others. Selected homework examples were then presented and discussed in dedicated parts
of the seminar, which at later stages of the project even encouraged mutual cooperation and
transfer of some cycling measures among different cities – networking at its best.
The Czech language version of the Mobile2020 Handbook on Cycling - enCYKLOpedia - in
particular gained a lot attention as it is the first book of its kind, which elaborates the topic of
urban cycling in an encyclopaedic fashion.
The seminars were also used to announce and present the “Cycling Academy”, an educational
program designed in accordance with the Cycling Academy in Germany. Mobile2020 is
incorporated as one of the pillars of the Academy and as such serves to transfer the knowledge
from abroad.
Combined effort of Mobile2020, Central MeetBike and the National Cycling Strategy team led to
formation of Association of Bike Friendly Cities in July 2013. The Association institutionalized
cycling into an umbrella organization which presents a vision of mobility where cycling plays a
significant role as a one of the integral parts of the mix. There are more than 33 cities with
designated coordinators and sometimes working groups. The Association has defined goals,
budget and the agenda and will primarily serve the purpose of having a unified voice lobbying for
much needed changes in the legislation, infrastructure development, marketing and
communication trainings, information sharing, etc.. In addition, several cities drafted municipal
strategies master plans for the development of urban cycling following the examples of the cities
in Western Europe.
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Evaluation report of the city needs as regards further capacity building in the field of sustainable cycling:

Practical examples from the CEE…

1

9
4

Organized study visits

13
14
10
11

2

Cycling services training

1

Infrastructure development training

0

Support in negotiation of legal changes

01

Investments in infrastructure
0

Not useful

30

Partly useful

19 27
16
26
13
13 17
28

2

Marketing and communication training

30

17
1821

Useful
Very useful

20
10

20

51
30

40

50

60

Extract from country pages, Get Trained section:
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2.4

ESTONIA
Tallinn, 14 February 2013 - cca 40 participants
Introduction to national seminars was made in an annual conference “Cities and Counties Days”,
organized by the Estonian Cities Union, and attended by representatives and experts from

Introductory event

Estonian municipalities, state institutions, scientific institutions and NGOs. Participating in this
conference enabled Mobile2020 to reach to a wider circle of stakeholder from all over Estonia.
Mobile2020 presentation was part of the thematic session “Cities and Counties Economy”.
Number of participants is an estimate, as for separate sessions attendance was not recorded by the
organisers.
Seminar 1 - Pärnu, 6 November 2013 - 21 participants
Seminar 2 - Tartu, 13 November 2013 - 17 participants

Thematic seminars

Seminar 3 - Rakvere, 20 November 2013 - 16 participants
Seminar 4 - Tallinn, 27 November 2013 - 26 participants
Final event - Tallin, 09 May 2014 (50 participants ) - combined with the pro-cycling municipality
award ceremony

Profile of participants

Ministry representatives, municipality officials and planners, NGOs, universities, cycling and
planning experts/consultants, Road administration officials, Union of Estonian Cities
Total: 28

Participating municipalities

Rakvere, Narva, Kunda, Viru-Nigula parish, Laekvere parish, Kadrina parish, Tamsalu parish,
Tallinn (all relevant departments - tranport, city planning, environment, municipal engineering
services), Paldiski, Kuusalu parish, Tartu, Võru, Põlva, Urvaste parish, Puhja parish, Põltsamaa
parish, Pärnu, Paikuse parish, Häädemeeste parish, Järvakandi parish, Saue parish, Kiviõli,
Narva-Jõesuu, Kuressare, Sindi, Maardu, Kohtla-Järve, Harju county
-

Strategic planning, infrastructure planning, services for cyclists, communication

-

Financial measures for developing urban mobility, and for connecting national and local
mobility
Sharing the experience from Germany and the Netherlands (Mobile2020 study visit
overview)

Topics addressed

-

All 4 key topics were addressed in each of the 1-day seminars, in line with Handbook structure;
Organisation of seminars

with a single seminar structure replicated in different regions in order to reach biggest possible
audience.

Typical event agenda

-

-

Introduction to mobile2020 project and utility cycling
Presentation on Strategic Planning
Presentation on Infrastructure
Presentation on Services
Presentation on Communication
Presentations of homework and interactive disscussion
Question & Answer sessions

The aim of the trainings was to give a holistic overview on planning and promoting bicycle
transport, and the training programme involved all 4 key topics.Therefore participants also
Brief account of the seminar
sequence, including
participant evaluations

involved different expertize levels which sometimes hindered more fruitful discussions. All the
participants were expected to take part on all the training sections in order to see links between
different aspects of holistic bicycle transport planning which is currently lacking in Estonia, and
getting the participants to the training was not difficult due to existing networks and very actual
topic.
During the trainings the current situation with cycling transport planning was mapped in each
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hosting city (usually also a regional centre). Trainees were also asked to do a small homework
assignment before the training - describe and photograph good and bad examples of bicycle
network in their home cities, results of which were analysed at the seminar and solutions for main
problems were sought by using the POGSE approach.
The most interesting topic for the cities was infrastructure as expected. This is related to the
background of officials and their understanding on transport planning which currently mainly
equals with construction activities. Holistic planning and communication is still seen rather as a
soft measure not concretely linked to the everyday work of planning and transport
departments.The most difficult section was “Communication” as expected; also, bringing bad
examples from different Estonian cities was in some argued against. This was especially the case
of bad infrastructure examples and ineffective communication, but the positive side of it was
definitely the discussion that it helped to trigger. Some of the trainees admitted later on that they
started to look streets in a different way – from pedestrian or cyclist perspective.
Extract from country pages, Get Trained section:
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2.5

HUNGARY
Budapest, 14 December 2012 - 13 participants

Introductory event

Introductory event was organised as a multi-stakeholder consultation event to obtain expert
feedback on country-specific adaptation needs for the Handbook and the development of
mobile2020 training curriculum.
Seminar 1 - Szentendre, May 8, 2013 - 34 participants
Seminar 2 - Szentendre, May 9, 2013 - 33 participants
Seminar 3 - Tata, October 17, 2013 - 15 participants

Thematic seminars

Seminar 4 - Tata, October 29, 2013 - 45 participants
Seminar 5 - Szombathely, November 19, 2013 - 16 participants
Seminar 6 - Szeged, November 29, 2013 - 12 participants
Seminar 7 - Lenti, December 11, 2013 - 13 participants
Seminar 8 - Békéscsaba, February 25, 2014 - 38 participants

Profile of participants

Municipal representatives, ministerial representatives, educators, cycling and environmental
NGOs, energy agencies, media
Total: 42

Participating municipalities

Topics addressed

Szarvas, Tolna, Tata, Köröstarcsa, Békéscsaba, Békés, Dabas, Pilisvörösvár, Hajdúböszörmény,
Zalakaros, Lenti, Letenye, Szeged, Parád, Eger, Mórahalom, Nagybánhegyes, Gyál, Törökbálint,
Dunakeszi, Szentendre, Szabadka (Subotica, Serbia), Szekszárd, Szolnok, Tapolca, Tatabánya,
Budapest, Esztergom, Balatonfüred, Pilisborosjenő, Miskolc, Komárom, Lábatlan, Nárai,
Kőszeg, Szombathely, Komárom, Celldömölk, Salgótarján, Mór, Győr, Kaposvár
-

cyclist friendly mobility planning

-

cycling infrastructure

-

cycling friendly services and communication

-

cycling inclusive urban mobility

-

cycling inclusive tourist development

Four seminars were organised as one-day separate thematic events, each focusing on a different
cycling topic, in order to provide possibility for participants to attend all events and gain a
Organisation of seminars

comprehensive knowledge on cycling.
The remaining four seminars were organised jointly with the Cycling Hungary Association
(important partner in Mobile2020 and working group member), on the topic of cycling inclusive
tourist development (touristic destination management).

Typical event agenda

-

Mobile2020 project presentation and introduction to utility cycling

-

Expert presentations, depending on seminar topic

-

Panel discussion - cycling network development

-

Group work

According to the feedback of seminar participants as well as experts, there is a need to follow up
Mobile2020 seminar series in Hungary – cycling inclusive mobility planning needs to be further
Brief account of the seminar developed and municipal capacity built. The idea of providing post-graduate cycling inclusive
sequence, including

mobility planning training for transport engineers was brought up. Among the identified

participant evaluations

additional training needs participants mentioned: Legal environment of cycling network
development, Cycling infrastructure project development, Traffic code education in the schools –
as part of the National Curriculum, and Biking-related campaign planning.
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2.6

LATVIA

Introductory event

Riga, 23 January, 2013 - 28 participants
Introductory event was organised as a workshop discussion for municipalities, and included short
presentations of different aspects of cycling as a system: Sustainable transport and mobility
planning at municipalities, Promoting cycling within the context of sustainable mobility culture,
Involvement of citizens for change of their attitude to promote sustainable mobility was followed
by practical experiences from Liepaja, Riga and Jelgava regions and a discussion. Participants
included mainly municipal representatives, energy agencies and cycling NGOs.
Seminar 1 - Sigulda, June 19, 2013 - 26 participants
Seminar 2 - Cesis, September 26, 2013 - 19 participants

Thematic seminars

Seminar 3 - Kuldiga, October 03, 2013 - 18 participants
Seminar 4 - Jelgava, October 10, 2013 - 29 participants
Seminar 5 - Liepaja, November 21, 2013 - 24 participants
Final event - Riga, May 08,.2014 - 18 participants

Profile of participants

Municipal representatives (urban planners, architects, landscape designers), NGOs, Road Traffic
Safety Directorate.
Total: 33

Participating municipalities

Topics addressed

Aizkraukle, Ogre, Adazi, Sigulda, Kekava, Valmiera, Aluksne, Garkalne, Gulbene, Ergli, Ikskile,
Cesis, Saldus, Kuldiga, Talsi, Ventspils, Kandava, Jelgava, Dobele, Jurmala, Ventspils, Grobina,
Liepaja, Priekule, Mazsalaca, Rujiena, Auce, Riga, Carnikava, Tukums, Salacgriva, Olaine,
Bauska
Stakeholder’s cooperation, cycling services, infrastructure and evaluation of existing
infrastructure (cycling tour in each host municipality),
5 thematic seminars were organised in different regions of Latvia, following the similar content.

Organisation of seminars

Final event was organised as presentation and discussion of project results, including the award
ceremony for pro-cycling municipality.
o

Thematic presentations by experts - Key aspects of utility cycling (Dutch and Danish
experiences); Stakeholder cooperation in utility cycling promotion; Overview of cycling
transport in Latvia

Typical event agenda

o

Facilitated discussion

o

Cycling tour of a hosting town, including expert comments on mistakes in cycling
infrastructure and cycling services

o

Thematic presentation - cycling infrastructure evaluation criteria, developed by Latvian
Cyclists Union

Diffusion of sustainable cycling expertise – Summary report from national seminars in CEE

18/32

Such a set of training seminars on cycling issues in various Latvian regions was organized for the
first time, and municipalities were quite interested in agenda and the topics covered during the
seminars. The main success of seminars lies in good cooperation with cycling experts from
Latvian Cyclist Union, which enabled combining of BEF Latvia's theoretical knowledge and
practical expertise from Latvian Cyclist Union.
Municipalities were less interested in technical parameters of infrastructure, and asked questions
more about planning aspects – how to make cycling routes more attractive and what principles
they should follow during planning process, what kind of services they as municipality should
provide and where they should be installed. Thus the practical cycling tours (organised as part of
each seminar agenda) which uncovered mistakes in the municipal infrastructure, followed by
experts' advice how to improve or eliminate mistakes, were considered the most interesting part
of the seminars for majority of participants. They helped not only to understand existing mistakes
of already built infrastructure and services but also stimulated enforcement of changes in policy
documents and paying more attention to utility cycling when planning next measures to promote
and improve cycling conditions. Cycling experts during seminars brought their knowledge about
important planning aspects and cycling infrastructure principles. Municipal experts approved the
Handbook on Cycling as the first comprehensive material for planners and architects on cycling.
Brief account of the seminar
sequence, including
participant evaluations

Several municipalities informed about concrete measures implemented or planned as result of
Mobile2020 activities: Liepaja plans changes in town policies (City Development strategy and
Spatial plans) to better include cycling; Valmiera plans to organize guided cycling tours for
inhabitants with the aim to promote cycling and explain the current infrastructure and services,
because practice shows that not all citizens know how to use services for cyclists (e.g. parking
places) properly; Kuldiga after the study visit to Germany and Netherlands decided to include the
best practice examples step-by-step into own planning documents.
The municipalities pointed out that information and education activities on sustainable cycling
should be strengthened, as well as communication – they don’t really know what cyclists need
and cyclists are not able to influence planning of cycling routes, services etc. because they are not
involved in this planning stage. Traffic safety, health benefits and active lifestyle, communication
among traffic participants are key topics to develop on. Work programs of EU funding sources
(Horizon2020, LIFE etc.) could be designed to support CEE cities in growing the cycling modal
share. During last years municipalities actively utilized EU funds for infrastructure constructing,
but recognize that supply of cycling tracks is not playing the main role in the growth of utility
cyclist’s number. The built infrastructure is chaotic, holistic approach is not used and in some
small cities the infrastructure is not needed at all. Riga municipality invited other cities to
participate in soft measure projects and thus improve communication, education and
advertisement of cycling.
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2.7

LITHUANIA
Seminar 1, 26 April 2013, Kaunas (jointly with CHAMP project) - „Planning of Cycling
transportation in the cities and towns” - 53 participants
Seminar 2, 7 March 2014, Kaunas - “Development of cycling infrastructure in municipalities.

Thematic seminars

Practical aspects” - 28 participants
Seminar 3, 18 April 2014, Kaunas- “Communication and marketing about commuter cycling in
municipalities” - 24 participants
Seminar 4 (final event), April 25, 2014 Vilnius - “Services and facilities for urban cycling“,
organised together with pro-cycling municipality and video award ceremonies - 19 participants

Profile of participants

Municipalities (planners, designers of cycling infrastructure), energy agencies, cycling and
environmental NGOs, ministerial representatives
Total: 25

Participating municipalities

Vilnius, Kaunas, Klaipeda, Alytus, Jurbarkas, Silute, Prienai, Zarasai, Pakruojis, Birstonas,
Lazdijai, Ukmerge, Panevezys, Rietavas, Jonava, Anyksciai, Kaisiadory, Druskininkai, Kalvarija,
Kaunas district, Silale, Siauliai, Trakai, Elektrenai, Varena

Topics addressed

-

cycling planning

-

cycling infrastructure

-

communication and marketing about commuter cycling

-

cycling services

Seminars were organised in 2 biggest towns, to enable participation and interest of largest
Organisation of seminars

possible number of municipalities. Each seminar addressed a different topic, in order to enable
detailed presentations and discussions, as well as exchange of experiences, given that many
Lithuanian towns already implement different cycling measures, at different development stages.

Typical event agenda

-

Mobile 2020 project presentation

-

Lithuanian Cycling policy

-

Recommendations from Mobile2020 project related to seminar topic

-

CHAMP project experiences in Lithuanian cities

-

Topical examples from Lithuanian cities; examples from other European towns

-

Round table discussion - analysis of presented examples and their applicability to other
municipalities, feedback from participants, contribution from the lecturers

The seminar approach where more space was left for discussions in the form of round table with
moderation has provoked interesting debates among participants. These were organized in
combination with presentations to have pro-active participation and contribution from more
people. It worked well for all seminars, because it allowed to involve those, who typically stay
Brief account of the seminar
sequence, including
participant evaluations

silent and only listen.
During the first training seminar, main discussion was about legal requirements and procedures
for the planning and approval of special cycling plans. Cases from Kaunas, Vilnius, Siauliai,
Alytus were discussed, municipal participants shared their concerns and details how they were
doing it in their municipalities. It was useful to share practical tips among municipalities. In the
seminar about cycling infrastructure the main hot topic was about requirements for the
pavements, how to make durable cycling paths, what challenges arise when technical design
needs to be implemented near rivers (Kaunas, Klaipeda, Jonava cases). Maintenance of existing
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infrastructure was another hot debate after presentation from Kaunas cycling maintenance annual
programme. In both seminars contribution from the perspective of planners, consultants and
infrastructure designers was very useful: how they see tasks and requirements from
municipalities, what is feasible and what not.
Seminar „Planning of Cycling transportation in the cities and towns” was organized together
with CHAMP-project participant, Kaunas city administration, who later in 2013 completed
implementation of new cycling infrastructure project - important missing link between two
sections of cycling paths with bypass of complicated roundabout. After the seminar on Cycling
infrastructure, Klaipeda city administration requested additional consultations and advice of the
parking infrastructure from Mobile2020 national coordinator.
The seminar on communication measures was found very useful and provided good knowledge
about communication and marketing for urban cycling development. Many participants marked
that they have good or satisfactory knowledge about the topic, therefore discussions were rather
detailed, wishing to compare own experience with examples from other towns and tools proposed
by Mobile2020 Handbook, and eager to get new information. Activities around Mobility Week
are very popular and important in Luthuania, however outreach to the target groups about new
infrastructure projects is usually challenging due to missing data, research, statistics about many
aspects of urban cycling in Lithuania. Therefore it’s complicated to plan certain campaigns and to
track the progress about the impact of implemented soft measures.
Issue of services and facilities for urban cycling development was less known and less
understood by Lithuanian municipalities. Some measures of cycling services were well known
and widely discussed by many municipalities e.g. bike rent or bike sharing scheme, while other
measures were implemented by local activists and NGO’s or by municipalities themselves, but
altogether services for cycling as systematic targeted measure were not well known, not popular
and just ad-hoc tried and tested measure in Lithuania. The presentation described both
Mobile2020 and national examples of services, examples from other European countries and
similar domestic projects to show that cycling services play important role in development of
urban cycling. Municipalities were provided with examples, that local communities, NGOs,
public utilities and private sector are important partners in development of these services.
Participants liked the presentation on small scale bicycle rent schemes in Vilnius and Klaipeda,
first steps of integration of bicycles in Kaunas public transport system, as well as discussion
about bicycle storage and parking facilities in public places and in multi-apartment housing areas.
Problems to keep bicycles in multi-apartment house and threat of bicycle theft were recognized as
important barriers to increase number of cyclists.
Bicycle services were admitted as secondary need, given that there should be basic cycling
infrastructure developed first before the bike rent and other services might appear attractive and
reasonable. This initiative could be left to local communities. Practical information and education
of cyclists about commuting in the towns, education about traffic safety were proposed as simple
effective ideas to work on in the nearest future.
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2.8

POLAND
Gdansk, 6-7 September 2012 (3rd Congress of Active Mobility)
Gdansk, 12-13 September 2013 (4th Congress of Active Mobility)

Introductory event

In cooperation with CentralMeetBike project, mobile2020 was presented during 3rd International
Mobility Congress in 2012 in Gdansk, organized by Polish Union for Active Mobility 2012, as
well as in 2013 during 4th International Mobility congress, where another “recruitment”
presentation on mobile2020 was held.

Thematic seminars

Training seminar 1 (training of trainers): March 24-28, 2014, Warsaw - 15 participants

Profile of participants

15 municipal representatives, including several cycling officers.

Participating municipalities

Total: 8
Lublin, Kielce, Sopot, Łomża, Ostrołęka, Starogard Gdański, Puławy, Biała Podlaska
Day 1: Cycling infrastructure – overview of the possibilities in relation to Polish circumstances
Day 2: Cycling infrastructure – design of safe, direct, connected and attractive system

Topics addressed

Day 3: Cycling services – ensuring smooth ride
Day 4: Making cycling a smart choice – communication using the media old and new
Day 5: Strategic inclusive planning tools, techniques, measures
Organisation of thematic seminars in Poland took a very different approach then in other
countries - it was organised as a 1-week Master class/Training of trainers covering all 4 key
cycling topics, with at least 4 participants from different municipalities recruited as future
multipliers, who will further work on building capacities of the regional groups of municipalities
in the framework of regional integrated transport planning, and according to the Mobile2020

Organisation of seminars

agenda.
Using direct marketing and e-mailing with help of project fact-sheets all cities within the project
population limit were contacted, but in effect project got little interest since there is no law
obliging the municipalities to have effective cycling development programs. In the second stage
persons responsible for biking in a number of cities were identified and recruited. To make the
trainings feasible and in order to have limited possibility to observe effects of the training the
group was limited to 8 municipalities.
Each training day had similar structure:
1.
2.
3.

Event agenda
4.

Introductory workshop showing Mobile2020 approach
Group reflection and discussion on the local assets in relation to the topic of the day
Group workshop on the design of the solutions for own municipality related to the topic of
the day
Group feedback and further design of the solutions with mobile 2020 theoretical input.

Structure of the topics reflected the Mobile2020 handbook, with the only modification to start
with infrastructure and finishing with the strategic issues.
Most of the participants highly valued the practical content of the training and working examples
Brief account of the seminar
sequence, including
participant evaluations

from Poland and abroad. Participants appreciated the methods of interactive workshops and the
knowledge of the trainers. All the cities joined the National Working Group thus ensuring
duration of the project effects.
During the seminars 4 very active participants emerged. 3 of them are Cycling Officers with
strong managerial and leadership background. After several discussions it was decided that these
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participants will be involving other municipalities acting more as multipliers. This was possible
because of the huge experience these participants have that pairs with proactive mindset. During
the last goal setting seminar of National Working Group it was decided that Mobile2020 content
will be still delivered through project participants with the help of REC Poland as it became
fashionable subject for local politicians due to elections both to European Parliament and Local
Elections. It is set as a task within priority 4 of the National WG that strong effort should be put
towards making the utility cycling stay part of the local political agenda.
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2.9

ROMANIA
Bucharest, 22 February 2012 - 47 participants
The intro event was organised in cooperation with Bate Saua cycling organization, combined
with the Anual ProVelo national Conference and support of the Romanian Cycling Federation. It
was attended by 45 participants from different sectors, including 7 municipal representatives,

Introductory event

cycling and other NGOs, city union representatives, a ministry representative, experts and media.
The main aim of the event was to test the draft English handbook material against national needs
and priorities, by introducing all 4 chapters. Valuable content input was received from the
participants, as well as feedback that Infrastructure-related topics will be most difficult to adapt to
the Romanian context due to the highly underdeveloped infrastructure country-wide. High
interest was expressed for participation in the announced thematic seminars.
Seminar 1 - Bucharest, 18-19 April 2013 - 22 participants

Thematic seminars

Seminar 2 - Cluj-Napoca, 3-4 May 2013 - 25 participants
Seminar 3 - Constanta, 13-14 June 2013 - 15 participants
Seminar 4 - Suceava, 26-27 September 2013 - 25 participants

Profile of participants

Municipal representatives, county authorities, institutes, Environmental Protection Agency,
cycling and environmental NGOs, educators
Total: 23

Participating municipalities

Topics addressed

Organisation of seminars

Typical event agenda

Iasi, Baia Mare, Suceava, Bicaz, Moinesti, Piatra Neamt, Roman, Hirlau, Targu Ocna, Botosani,
Galati, Constanta, Arad, Bistrita, Cluj-Napoca, Targu-Mures, Timisoara, Zalau, Campina,
Craiova, Mioveni, Giurgiu, Ramnicu Valcea
All key 4 segments of cycling as a system, following the structure of the Handbook developed by
the project: integrated planning, cycling infrastructure, cycling services, communication.
Seminars were organised in 4 different regions of Romania, following each time the same content
with different participant groups, in order to reach as many interested municipalities as possible.
-

Day 1: integrated planning and infrastructure

-

Day 2: cycling services and communication

Presentation of each topic was structured by interchanging presentation sessions, practical
exercises, screening of video clips on cycling, and Question & Answer sessions.
Concept of the seminars was to transfer the content of nationally adapted Handbook material in 2
days, with each of the 4 topics having allocated half a day.
Most discussions were generated during the exercises and applications. During the 1st day of the
seminar one application was conducted within the “integrated planning” session. Participants
were asked to identify problems, objectives and measures within the process of developing a

Brief account of the seminar
sequence, including
participant evaluations

SUMP, and discuss upon. Among the problems, the participants referred to: lack of infrastructure,
lack of integrated planning and coordination between relevant institutions, safety and security
issues. These leads to taking measures concerning traffic code and law enforcement in matters of
traffic safety and increasing the awareness and communication at municipality/decision making
level.
Concerning the mentality and behaviour change, the challenge is to attract the drivers to everyday
cycling, and not the public transport users who are more likely to convince of the cycling benefits
and already open minded towards alternative modes of transportation. During the 2nd day of the
program, participants were involved in two exercises related to stakeholder’s involvement and
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target groups orientation within cycling promotional campaigns.
Further training on infrastructure development was especially valued as possibility for further
capacity building. Participants also expressed their needs on the ground, not necessarily
approachable through training, but through other measures: public involvement through debates,
infrastructure and cycling services development (connections between tracks; permanent, easy
and tax free access to public transport; racks and parking spaces), bike-sharing systems, school
promotion and introducing cycling as an optional school class, tax incentives, assistance in
development of bike paths, support in preparing funding applications. More drastic enforcement
of the law related to the road safety was also mentioned.
High quality discussions and very active participants proved that in Romania the potential for
change is high; all municipalities stated that cycling is among local priorities, and the general idea
is that implementation of an adequate infrastructure will lead to an increase in the number of bike
users. Opportunities for the cities to include cycling in strategic planning were also identified, as
that was the period when local authorities were revising the General Urban Plans. Lower interest
in promoting mobility and cycling was only noticed in the south-east region of Romania.
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2.10

SLOVAKIA
Bratislava, March 21 –22, 2013 - - 64 participants

Introductory event

Information event was organized during conference RESPONDER, during which REC Slovakia
had an informational panel and introduced project Mobile2020 and informed about project
activities, competitions for the cities and public, and announced seminars for municipalities.
Seminar 1 - Banska Bystrica, 25-26 March 2013 - 42 participants
Seminar 2 - Zvolen, 5 June 2013 - 38 participants

Thematic seminars

Seminar 3 - Žilina, 25-26 September 2013 - 66 participants
Seminar 4 - Košice, 26 February 2014 - 39 participants
Seminar 5 - Trenčin, 07 May 2014 - 37 participants
(also the final project event, combined with pro-cycling municipality award ceremony)

Total number of

Municipalities, Ministry of Transport, schools/Universities, media and business, cycling and

participants

environmental NGOs, cycling experts and transport planners
Total: 35

Participating municipalities

Topics addressed

Michalovce, Prešov, Poprad, Spišské Vlachy, Ťahanovce, Dobšiná, Strážske, Kavečany, Trenčín,
Trnava, Partizánske, Nemšová, Púchov, Ilava, Brezová pod Bradlom, Žilina, Prievidza, Stará
Turá, Nové Mesto Nad Váhom, Martin, Nitra, Piešťany, Turčianske Teplice, Zvolen, Trstená,
Ružomberok, Bratislava region, Bratislava (city), Žilina, Banská Bystrica (city), Banská Bystrica
region, Košice region, Košice (city), Levice, Zvolen
-

Experiencees with sustainable mobility planning in cities

-

Capacity building for development of sustainable cycling

-

Environmentally friendly urban transport

-

Cycling tourism development and mapping cycling infrastructure in Slovakian towns

-

Presentation of the newly adopted National Cycling Strategy

-

Technical regulation for designing cycling infrastructure, related legal norms and their
relevance for municipalities

-

Existing and future development of cycling infrastructure and services in host cities

Due to a large number of existing projects, intiatives and local cycling campaigns in the country,
majority of seminars were organised as a joint effort with other cycling projects and initiatives,
such as OCI BB (Public cycling initiative in Banská Bystrica City), VÚD (Transport Research
Organisation of seminars

Institute) in Žilina, CentralMeetBike project etc., to create synergies among projects' activities,
combine resources and avoid overlaps within the same target group. This approach enabled
attracting many municipalities and other stakeholders, and increased visibility of the project
around the country.
Each event had its own agenda, adapted to the issues relevant for the regions where the seminar

Typical event agenda

was held and combined with, and the Mobile2020 approach to cycling as a system was presented
in several specific contexts.
Strategy on development of cycling transport and cycling tourism in the Slovak Republic was

Brief account of the seminar
sequence, including
participant evaluations

adopted in early 2013, including the Permanent financial mechanism for the implementation of
the National Strategy. In expectation of the new binding technical conditions for the designation
and planning of cycling infrastructure, the most important role of the Mobile2020 was to provide
the necessary information on the progress of implementation of the National Strategy and the
binding rules for the municipalities. Mobile2020 educational activities and training materials, as
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well as cycling promotional campaigns (cycling tours and competitions), were of incredible
importance in securing motivation of municipalities to participate and get prepared.
Recommendation for possible follow-up to Mobile2020 is to take advantage of newly born
National Cycling Strategy in Slovakia and encourage municipalities to introduce cycling officers
which would work towards improving municipalities´ growth in cycling transport, technical
measures and investments. Education and study visits, promotion and services were also highly
recommended. Eastern Slovakian municipalities expressed a wish for more efficient intermunicipal and international cooperation and including of local communities, interest groups,
volunteers and retired people in transport and infrastructure planning activities and creation of
shared spaces.
Extract from country pages, Get Trained section:
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2.11

SLOVENIA
January-February 2013

Introductory event

Introduction to the seminars was organised in the form of a series of informal consultation
meetings in towns, which was considered an optimal targeted action towards the target group to
analyse their needs and possibilities. Number of participants was therefore not recorded.
Seminar 1 - Ljubljana, March 27, 2013 - 35 participants
Seminar 2 - Mala Nedelja, May 09, 2013 - 25 participants

Thematic seminars

Seminar 3 - Ljubljana, May 24, 2013 - 44 participants
Seminar 4 - Maribor, December 05, 2013 - 28 participants
Seminar 5 - Koper, February 21, 2014 - 21 participants
Seminar 6 - Brežice, March 27-28, 2014 - 43 participants
Municipal urban and transport planners, Road safety authority, Transport ministry, regional

Profile of participants

development agencies, cycling and environmental NGOs, municipal councils for traffic safety
and education, local tourist organisations
Total: 33
Krško, Ljubljana, Novo Mesto, Jesenice, Kranj, Kamnik, Brežice, Trbovlje, Mozirje, Sevnica,

Participating municipalities

Slovenj Gradec, Bled, Gornji Grad, Sevnica, Domžale, Slovenske Konjice, Ljutomer, Murska
Sobota, Izola, Koper, Maribor, Dravograd, Dobrovnik, Velenje, Grosuplje, Nova Gorica, Radeče,
Litija, Brezovica, Laško, Vrhnika, Celje, Škofja Loka
-

Topics addressed
-

Cyclist safety
Services for cyclists
Cycling friendly infrastructure in cities, advantages and shortcomings of different cycling
infrastructure forms
Strategic planning (SUMPs) and promotion of cycling
Comprehensive planning of utility and tourist cycling in coastal regions
Funding for cycling infrastructure and services in next EU financing perspective

Seminars were organised as one-day events, since the limited staff resources in (predominantly)
small Slovenian municipalites would not allow for longer participation in seminars. Several
events were co-organised with other cycling projects/initiatives in the country in order to avoid
Organisation of seminars

overlapping within the same target group.
Each seminar was focused around one central topic, which was nevertheless presented in the
context of all other aspects of cycling as a system. This allowed the participants to attend more
than one event, each time experiencing cycling from a different perspective.

Typical event agenda

-

Introduction to the project Mobile2020

-

Theoretical lectures - depending on the central topic of each seminar

-

Examples of best practices

-

Presentations of key results and findings of other cycling project in the country

-

Real-case based practical work in small groups

-

Guided cycling tours to experience good and bad practices of cycling infrastructure

The 6 one-day seminars were well attended (on average by around 30 participants which is a lot
Brief account of the seminar taking into account the country size and the size of urban settlements), evaluated as well
sequence, including

organized and interesting. In particular the Mobile2020 comprehensive and systemic approach to

participant evaluations

cycling was appreciated as new and valuable, as well as the good balance between the theory and
practical work. Participants found the information and promotion materials very useful for their
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future activities as urban and transport planners or cycling activists, and welcomed involvement
of leading national experts in the fields of sustainable urban transport plans, traffic safety and
transport infrastructure design in the program of mobile2020 seminars. Partnerships with cycling
NGOs, other cycling projects, national traffic safety authorities, local cycling campaigns and
Association of Slovene Municipalities proved to be the best way to inform the stakeholders and
secure participation of practically all target municipalities.
Due to low priority allocated to (financing) utility cycling development by national authorities
(being identified only with tourism and recreation), seminar participants were most interested to
find out what financing for cycling infrastructure and services for cycling will be available within
the next EU financial perspective - for this reason the last Mobile2020 seminar in Slovenia was
focussed on that issue. Introductory speakers presented the use of structural funds for the
development of cycling infrastructure in Croatia and Slovenia and raised concerns regarding its
further development by support of EU funds in the forthcoming EU financial perspective. Very
lively discussion provided important findings and conclusions: SUMPs will be precondition for
any EU financial support to urban transport and mobility, EU financing of the cycling
infrastructure and services would be only possible based on strong arguments and clear indicators
provided by SUMP, tourist cycling infrastructure and services might be only financed through
cross-border funds, there will be less EU financial resources for transport infrastructures in
general as the EU gives an absolute priority to the main trans-European corridors.
The participants suggest organizing regular annual training seminars for refreshing the knowledge
obtained during mobile2020 and updating on new developments of national cycling policy.
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